
Combining Keywords with Boolean Connectors 
 
 

 

 AND       decreases        narrows 

 
 
Example: 
       
 
 
The dark area represents articles containing both terms. 
NOTE:  Do not substitute an ampersand (&) for the word “and.” 

 
 

 

 OR      increases                        broadens 

 
 
 
Example: 
 
 
 
The dark area represents articles containing  
either term or both terms. 

 

 

 NOT            eliminates               deletes 

 
 
 
Example: 
 
 
 
The dark area represents articles without the  
second term.   
 

computers and education 
computers 

 

 

 

education 

evaluation or assessment 
evaluation 

 

 

assessment 

 
 

 

stocks not bonds stocks 
 

 

 

bonds 


